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The Origin Of The Harp 

by Thomas Moore 

Tis believed that this Harp, which I wake now for thee  

Was a Siren of old, who sung under the sea;  

And who often, at eve, through the bright waters roved,  

To meet, on the green shore, a youth whom she loved.  

 

But she loved him in vain, for he left her to weep,  

And in tears, all the night, her gold tresses to steep,  

Till heaven look'd with pity on true-love so warm,  

And changed to this soft Harp the sea-maiden's form.  

 

Still her bosom rose fair -- still her cheeks smiled the same --  

While her sea-beauties gracefully form'd the light  

And her hair, as, let loose, o'er her white arm it fell,  

Was changed to bright chords uttering melody's spell. 

 

Hence it came, that this soft Harp so long hath been known  

To mingle love's language with sorrow's sad tone;  

Till thou didst divide them, and teach the fond lay  

To speak love when I'm near thee, and grief when away.  

 

Рожденье арфы     

Одно я чудесное знаю преданье:  

У моря кудрявая нимфа жила,  

Томилась бедняжка тоской ожиданья  

И горькие слезы о милом лила...  

    

Но тщетно слезами она орошала  

Волнистые пряди роскошных кудрей  

И тщетно рыдающей песней своей  

Пловцов задремавших от сна пробуждала...  

    

Но сжалились боги, и чудо свершилось,  

Вдруг арфа явилась из тела ея,  

Волос ее пышных волна превратилась  

В волшебные струны, печально звеня...  

    

Пусть время несется, но с той же тоскою  

Рокочет и стонет и дышит струна,  

Когда я до арфы дотронусь рукою,  

Все та же печаль и любовь в ней слышна!.. 

 

Thomas Moore's Irish Melodies (1846) were extremely popular renderings of Irish folk songs with English 

lyrics. The illustration, by Daniel Maclise, pulls together many ideas about Ireland in one image. The woman, 

representing a harp with her body, therefore also represents Ireland.  She weeps, which also connects with 

the associations of the harp with Ireland, as this represents the broken-hearted Eire whose land and freedom 

have been taken.  

Source: Google Books. Moore's Irish melodies: The Illustrated 1846 Edition. Dover Pictorial Archive  


